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Introduction 

 

This SEA Screening Statement has been prepared on behalf of Cotswold District Council by AECOM in 

relation to the Lechlade-on-Thames Neighbourhood Plan. 

SEA is a systematic process undertaken to evaluate the likely significant environmental effects of 

plans.  The requirement for SEA in England was introduced in 2004 through the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulation 2004 (‘The SEA Regulations’), which transposed 

the European SEA Directive (2001/42/EC).  

The purpose of the Screening Statement is to set out a screening opinion in relation to whether the 

Lechlade-on-Thames Neighbourhood Plan 2011-31 (LNP) is required to undertake a Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA). The Screening Statement will be provided to the statutory 

consultation bodies for SEA (English Heritage, the Environment Agency and Natural England) for 

their opinion as required by the SEA Regulations (Regulation 9).  

One of the ‘Basic Conditions’ that a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is tested against at inspection is 

whether the making of the NP is compatible with European Union obligations, including obligations 

under the SEA Directive.  NPs only require SEA where they are likely to lead to significant 

environmental effects.  To decide whether a proposed NP is likely to have significant environmental 

effects, it should be screened against the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations.  

Where it is determined that the NP is unlikely to have significant environmental effects (and, 

accordingly, does not require SEA), a statement of reasons for this determination should be 

prepared and published for consultation with the statutory consultation bodies (Natural England, 

the Environment Agency and English Heritage).  Where a NP is likely to have a significant effect on 

the environment an SEA must be carried out. 

This Screening Statement therefore provides an opinion as to whether the LNP is likely to lead to 

significant environment effects, and as such require an SEA.  In this context it presents the following: 

• details of the Neighbourhood Plan, including: its geographic scope and likely content; the 

key environmental constraints in the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area; and its relationship 

with the Cotswold District Local Plan (Chapter 1); 

• a discussion of potential environmental effects of the LNP and their significance (Chapter 2); 

and 

• a summary of the screening determination (Chapter 3). 

Statutory environmental bodies for SEA are subsequently invited to provide their comments through 

the template included in Chapter 4. 



2 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

Chapter 1: Details of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Title of the plan: 

Lechlade-on-Thames Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2031 (LNP). 

Name of Qualifying Body and Local Planning Authority: 

The qualifying body preparing the LNP is Lechlade-on-Thames Town Council.  The Local Planning 

Authority is Cotswold District Council. 

LNP contact point: 

Mrs Ginette James  

Parish Clerk 

The Memorial Hall 

Oak Street 

Lechlade-on-Thames 

GL7 3AY 

Email: clerk@lechladeonthames.co.uk 

Telephone: 01367 252338 

Location and spatial extent of the LNP:  

The Neighbourhood Plan covers the Lechlade-on-Thames Neighbourhood Area, comprising the 

parish of Lechlade-on-Thames in Gloucestershire (Figure 1).  Lechlade-on-Thames is located in the 

south-eastern corner of Cotswold District, 7.5km east of Fairford, 18km north of Swindon and 20km 

east of Cirencester.  The town is located on the River Thames, which forms the southern boundary of 

the Neighbourhood Area, and is adjacent to the Cotswold Water Park.  The River Thames also forms 

part of the boundary with Wiltshire and Oxfordshire. 

Timeframe of the LNP: 

2011 to 2031. 

Main aims and objectives of the LNP: 

The main objectives of the plan are as follows 

Objectives: Housing 

• To ensure that new housing development is within an appropriate level of overall provision. 

• To ensure that new housing development does not add to flooding problems. 

• To ensure that new housing development provides for local needs. 

• To ensure that new housing development makes best use of previously developed land and 

existing buildings. 

• To ensure that new housing development is in character with the town. 

• To ensure that new housing development provides an appropriate mix of house types to 

meet local needs. 

• To ensure that new housing has adequate parking. 

• To ensure that new housing provides for home working and flexible living. 

• To ensure that new housing development provides appropriate infrastructure including 

community infrastructure. 
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• To ensure that new housing development adds value to existing infrastructure including 

community facilities. 

Objectives: Town Centre 

• To ensure greater priority for pedestrians over vehicles and improve the streetscape 

• Develop with professional advice a ‘shared space’ masterplan for the Lechlade conservation 

area and each of the town’s approach roads 

• Working with GCC Highways establish a 20 mph speed limit in the conservation area. 

• Develop a master plan to create more convenient and greater parking provision 

• Reclaim the Market Place for public use 

• Promote markets and the position of the town as a district centre 

• Working with GCC Highways and the police establish a scheme to reduce HGV traffic through 

the town centre 

• Establish a programme for minimal, restrained and appropriate vernacular signage. 

• To ensure that the historic town centre is maintained to a good standard 

• To ensure that public transport is supported and cycling and walking are encouraged. 

Objectives: Economy 

• To ensure that we maintain the retail mix in the town centre and specific types of 

employment development 

• To ensure new employment development respects the character of its surroundings 

• To encourage development to create employment by identifying possible sites for good 

quality small business workspaces 

• To create the environment to attract investment 

• To ensure that the potential of the Marina is fully realised through appropriate 

development. 

Objectives: Tourism 

• To encourage tourism by the implementation of the Hidden Britain survey recommendations 

• To ensure greater priority for pedestrians over vehicles 

• To encourage tourism by the implementation of proposals to promote tourism through 

leaflets and the website 

• To encourage tourism by defining Heritage Walks and produce leaflets 

• To encourage tourism by developing the Community Library as a visitor centre 

• To ensure a wider range and type of tourist accommodation by improving the amount and 

type of tourist accommodation and identifying a suitable site for a hotel and upgrading of 

the marina facilities 

• To ensure easier access to the river by consulting on financial support for the river access 

ramp and improving the link between the town and the river/river parking. 

Objectives: Services and Facilities 

• To encourage local sport and fitness by Improving leisure and sports facilities 

• To ensure that the services and facilities continue to meet the demands of the growing 

community 

• Establish a long term plan for the expansion of education provision, medical facilities, 

infrastructure and community spaces 

• To ensure the local green spaces are protected and enhanced 

• Designate and maintain defined local green spaces. 

 

 



5 

 

These objectives are based on the following Neighbourhood Plan vision for Lechlade-on-Thames: 

 

‘By 2031 the vision is that... 

Lechlade has retained and even enhanced its strong feeling of being a ‘compact’ town with 

little damaging ribbon development along its main access roads.  It has also managed to 

retain, and again enhance, its historic, charming (yet locally distinctive) character. It 

achieved this in part by managing a far better balance in the town centre between traffic, 

parking and pedestrians and in part by improving the condition of existing buildings, whilst 

adding around 10% new homes designed in character and integrated into the town. 

A new development for older residents has been completed whilst the new housing has 

focused on providing accommodation for younger residents and families. 

By regaining control of the town centre from the traffic and creating better links with the 

river, tourism has increased which has benefited the local economy and created investment 

in retail, local services and facilities and the historic town centre. 

Improved pedestrian access over the Thames from the south riverside into the town has 

increased visitors to Lechlade and encouraged the creation of more local pathways for 

cycling and pedestrians. A multi-use path between Lechlade and Fairford has been created 

and continues to be heavily used. 

The opening of the Severn – Thames Canal link has made the town a destination of choice 

and stopping off place for river users, the marina has received substantial investment and 

is a thriving location for boats, shops, cafes and attractive residential units.  A small 

development of good quality small business workspaces has been completed and created 

additional local employment. 

The opening of a new hotel to cater for the increased tourism has encouraged visitors to 

stay longer in the town which has also helped to establish thriving individual shops and a 

café culture with popular pubs and restaurants. 

Lechlade has maintained and developed its thriving arts, music and leisure culture whilst 

regular town centre markets in the redesigned square have helped to strengthen its market 

town identity. With the completion of flood protection work in 2014 no further flooding has 

occurred in the town. 

The designation of the Local Green Spaces in 2015 has provided a range of social, 

environmental and economic benefits and protected them from development. 

Lechlade has developed economically and socially and has become a focus for the 

surrounding area, continuing to provide a range of public services and facilities, including 

the library and visitor centre, bank, medical centre, chemist, dental practices, post office 

and primary school. Access and transport links have improved with good parking, public 

transport, walking and cycling routes. 

Most importantly Lechlade has maintained and enhanced its close friendly community, 

with flourishing clubs and societies, feeling more like a village than a town.’ 
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Relationship with the Cotswold District Local Plan: 

The LNP is being prepared in the context of the emerging Cotswold District Local Plan. 

The current plan comprises the saved policies of the Local Plan 2001-2011 and its appendices.  

However, the policies covering strategic housing and employment allocations are currently out of 

date, and will be presented through the new Cotswold District Local Plan.  A Regulation 18 

consultation on the new Local Plan is currently being undertaken on the Development Strategy and 

Site Allocations for the plan
1
, with a further Regulation 18 consultation to be undertaken on the 

Draft Local Plan later in spring/summer 2015.  The new Local Plan is currently anticipated to be 

submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination in late 2015.  

The development plan for the Lechlade-on-Thames Neighbourhood Area will, when made, comprise 

the Cotswold District Local Plan and the LNP.  Whilst the new Local Plan has not yet been adopted, 

the LNP is being prepared with due regard to the emerging plan to ensure conformity.   

This includes a recognition of the town’s role as one of the 18 settlements to be taken forward by 

the development strategy for the Local Plan, and support for the figure of c.140 dwellings put 

forward by the latest Regulation 18 version of the Local Plan in the period to 2031. 

Will the LNP propose allocations? And if so, will these be over and above those likely to be included 

in the Local Plan? 

The LNP supports the figure of 140 new dwellings to be delivered in the parish as set out in the latest 

version of the Cotswold Local Plan. 

In this context the LNP highlights the following: 

• 14 dwellings have already been delivered; 

• 81 dwellings have planning permission; and 

• the two SHLAA sites at Downington (SHLAA 18B) and South of Butlers Court (SHLAA 19) have 

been taken forward by the current version of the Local Plan and endorsed by Lechlade Town 

Council.  This will provide a further 19 dwellings. 

As such there is a shortfall of 31 units to be delivered in Lechlade-on-Thames over the plan period, 

not taking into account windfall permissions.  The latest version of the LNP highlights that, based on 

Cotswold District calculations the number of windfall sites to take place in the parish is estimated to 

be between 30-45 dwellings over the remaining 15 years of the plan.  For this reasons it is 

considered that windfall sites will deliver the remaining Local Plan shortfall.   

No further allocations above and beyond that proposed through the Local Plan are proposed in the 

LNP. 

The latest version of the LNP, instead of proposing housing and employment allocations in Lechlade-

on-Thames, sets out a range of policies for the town, related to the following: 

• housing type and tenure; 

• previously developed land; 

• local character; 

• the Marina and Riverside areas of the town; 

• parking; 

• home working; 

• employment uses; 

• broad locations for employment land; and 

                                                           
1
 Cotswold District Council (January 2014) Local Plan Reg. 18 Consultation: Development Strategy and Site 

Allocations 
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• green infrastructure. 

The plan also presents a number of local projects to be supported through the Neighbourhood Plan, 

none of which are likely to require an Environmental Impact Assessment under the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Directive.  

What are the key environmental assets (including ‘sensitive areas’) in the vicinity of the Lechlade-

on-Thames Neighbourhood Area? 

‘Sensitive areas’ 

A key determinant of whether effects are likely to be significant is the sensitivity of the asset 

affected.  In this context, the more environmentally sensitive a location, the more likely it is that 

potential environmental effects from a plan will be significant. 

The NPPG provides guidance on this topic through providing a list of sites and areas which should be 

deemed as ‘sensitive areas’ for the purposes of environmental assessment
2
.  These comprise: 

• Natura 2000 sites
3
; 

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 

• National Parks; 

• Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); 

• World Heritage Sites; and 

• scheduled monuments
4
. 

In the context of the categories of ‘sensitive areas’ described by the NPPG, the following sites and 

areas exist within and in the wider vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area.   

Natura 2000 sites 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

No Natura 2000 sites are located within the Neighbourhood Area. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

North Meadow and Clattinger Farm SAC is located c.10km from the Neighbourhood Area boundary. 

SSSIs 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

Cotswold Water Park SSSI:   

The Cotswold Water Park is an extensive system of lakes formed by mineral extraction from the 

Upper Thames floodplain in south-east Gloucestershire and north-west Wiltshire.  A series of lakes 

has been selected to cover the range of variation of the plant communities associated with these 

nationally scarce marl waters.  These lakes also contribute to the importance of the Cotswold Water 

Park for wintering and breeding birds.  The part of the SSSI within the parish comprises one small 

lake, Warrens Croft Lake. 

SSSIs are split into units. Natural England assesses the condition of all SSSIs units as part of a six year 

cycle to help monitor the health of these sites in the longer term.  The most recent assessment (July 

2009) of the unit within the Neighbourhood Area (Warrens Croft Lake) is 100% Unfavourable 

                                                           
2
 i.e. those sites and areas that should be considered ‘sensitive’ for the purposes of screening projects for Environmental 

Impact Assessment. 
3 

This includes Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) 
4
 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment/screening-schedule-2-

projects/interpretation-of-project-categories/  
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Declining.  This is due to the presence of invasive species in the lake (particularly Nuttall's 

pondweed) and evidence of algal blooms resulting from water pollution / agricultural runoff. 

This increases the sensitivity of the site to polluting activities in the parish. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

Whelford Meadow SSSI (located 2.5km from parish boundaries), and Grafton Lock Meadow SSSI 

(located 7km from parish boundaries).  The condition of Whelford Meadow SSSI is 100% 

Unfavourable Recovering and the condition of Grafton Lock Meadow SSSI is 100% Favourable.  

National Parks 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

None. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

None - the closest National Parks are the South Downs National Park (located 72km from the parish) 

and the Brecon Beacons National Park (located 91km from the parish). 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

None. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

The Cotswolds AONB is located adjacent to the northern edge of the Neighbourhood Area.   

World Heritage Sites 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

None. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

None- the closest site is Blenheim Palace World Heritage Site (located 25km from the parish). 

Scheduled monuments 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

Five scheduled monuments are located in the Neighbourhood Area, as follows: 

• Multi-period settlement, cemetery, and ceremonial complex W of Lechlade; 

• St John's Hospital; 

• Iron Age and Romano British settlement remains and associated features, 1km south east of 

Leaze Farm; 

• Roman villa 600yds (550m) north east of Great Lemhill Farm; and 

• Halfpenny Bridge. 

English Heritage’s ‘Heritage at Risk Register’
5
 records that the Roman villa north east of Great Lemhill 

Farm is deemed to be ‘at risk’. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

Five scheduled monuments are located within 500m of the parish boundary: 

                                                           
5 

English Heritage (2014) Heritage At Risk Register [online]. Available at: http://risk.english-heritage.org.uk/register.aspx 

(Accessed 5 January 2014). 
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• Settlement site south of Claydon Cottages 

• Churchyard cross, 10m south east of St John the Baptist's Church 

• Medieval settlement remains at Inglesham 

• Settlement 700m north east of Lechlade 

• Ring ditches and enclosures near Langford 

Other key environmental assets 

Other designated environmental assets located within the Neighbourhood Area (i.e. those which are 

not defined as ‘sensitive areas’ as defined by the NPPG) include as follows: 

Lechlade Conservation Area: Covering the south, west and east of the town. 

Listed buildings: There are 118 nationally listed buildings in the parish.  These incorporate one Grade 

I listed building (Church of St Lawrence) and 117 Grade II listed buildings.  There are no Grade II* 

listed buildings in the parish. 

No listed buildings are deemed to be ‘at risk’ in the parish.  Likewise, the Conservation Area is not 

deemed to be ‘at risk’. 

 

The sites highlighted above and located in the immediate vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area are 

presented in Figure 2.     
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Chapter 2: Potential environmental effects 

Table 2.1 presents the environmental effects which have the potential to arise as a result of the LNP.  This is accompanied by a commentary on whether 

these effects are likely to be significant.  The environmental effects have been grouped by the SEA ‘topics’ suggested by Annex I(f) of the SEA Directive
6
. 

Table 2.1: Potential environmental effects of the Lechlade-on-Thames Neighbourhood Plan and their significance 

SEA Topic 

Likely 

effect? 

Y/N 

Description of effect 

Effect likely to be significant in the context of SEA? 

Biodiversity, flora 

and fauna 

(Including 

biodiversity 

habitats and 

species, 

biodiversity sites, 

areas of geological 

interest) 

Y The plan does not allocate sites for housing 

and/or employment.  However, through 

supporting the delivery of housing and 

employment allocations put forward through the 

Cotswold Local Plan, the policy approaches put 

forward by the LNP may have the potential to 

have indirect effects (positive and negative) on 

habitats, species and biodiversity networks.   

The main ‘sensitive area’ within the Neighbourhood Area is the Cotswold Water Park SSSI.  

The additional sensitivity of the site is reflected by the ‘Unfavourable Declining’ condition 

determined by the most recent assessment carried out in July 2009. 

The additional sensitivity of the site relates to its susceptibility to invasive species and water 

pollution/agricultural runoff, which has resulted in its condition deteriorating from a 

‘Favourable’ condition in 2000 to ‘Unfavourable Declining’ condition in 2009.  No existing 

built up areas of the parish are within the SSSI Impact Risk Zones for the types of 

development that are promoted by the LNP
7
.    

In this context, due to the lack of allocations in the Neighbourhood Plan, the LNP is unlikely 

to lead to additional pressures on the SSSI.  Effects on the site are also likely to be limited by 

the provisions of the Cotswold Local Plan and the promotion of a set of policy approaches by 

the Neighbourhood Plan which seek to improve the quality of green spaces in the parish. 

The ‘sensitive areas’ located in the wider vicinity of the plan area, including the Whelford 

Meadow SSSI and Grafton Lock Meadow SSSI, are unlikely to be affected by plan proposals 

due to 1) the nature of these designations (the former is designated for its meadow habitat 

and the latter is designated for its unimproved neutral grassland) and 2) the distance of likely 

development areas in the parish from these sites.  No parts of the parish are within the SSSI 

Impact Risk Zones for the types of development that are promoted by the LNP.  

Effects on biodiversity are therefore unlikely to be significant. 

                                                           
6
 The SEA Directive is 'of a procedural nature' (para 9 of the Directive preamble) and does not set out to prescribe particular issues that should and should not be a focus, beyond requiring a 

focus on 'the environment, including on issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including 

architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors' [our emphasis]. 
7 SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS tool/dataset which maps zones around each SSSI according to the particular sensitivities of the features for which it is notified. They specify the types of 

development that have the potential to have adverse impacts at a given location. Natural England is a statutory consultee on development proposals that might impact on SSSIs. 
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SEA Topic 

Likely 

effect? 

Y/N 

Description of effect 

Effect likely to be significant in the context of SEA? 

Population 

(Including 

residents’ quality 

of life, accessibility 

to services and 

facilities, 

deprivation and 

similar) 

Y As indicated by the objectives for the LNP, the 

plan has the potential to have a range of positive 

effects for the quality of life of residents and for 

accessibility to services, facilities and 

opportunities.  

Whilst the effects on residents of Lechlade-on-Thames from a well-designed Neighbourhood 

Plan have the potential to be wide-ranging, these are not deemed to be significant in the 

context of the SEA Directive. 

Human Health 

(Incorporating 

residents’ health 

and wellbeing) 

Y As indicated by the objectives for the LNP, the 

plan has the potential to have a range of positive 

effects for residents’ health wellbeing through 

promoting healthier lifestyles and supporting 

accessibility to services and facilities.  The lack of 

allocations in the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to 

preclude effects of this plan on human health 

from air and noise quality issues.  

Whilst the health and wellbeing benefits for residents of Lechlade-on-Thames from a well-

designed Neighbourhood Plan have the potential to be wide-ranging, these are not deemed 

to be significant in the context of the SEA Directive. 

Soil 

(Including 

agricultural land, 

soil erosion, soil 

quality)  

Y Areas of the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural 

Land (including Grade II agricultural land) are 

present in the plan area.  However the 

Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites 

directly.  As such there is unlikely to be a direct 

loss of higher quality agricultural land as a result 

of the LNP.  

N/A 

Water 

(Including water 

quality and 

availability) 

Y The plan does not allocate sites for housing 

and/or employment.  As such the LNP unlikely to 

lead to a tangible increase in water demand in 

the parish. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to directly 

lead to activities which result in tangible effects 

on water quality. 

N/A 
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SEA Topic 

Likely 

effect? 

Y/N 

Description of effect 

Effect likely to be significant in the context of SEA? 

Air 

(Including air 

quality) 

N The LNP, through its focus on limiting the effects 

of traffic and congestion in the Neighbourhood 

Area (including through its support for projects 

which seek to manage traffic in the town centre) 

has the potential to support improvements to air 

quality in the town.   

Whilst the LNP will indirectly support air quality improvements in Lechlade-on-Thames by 

supporting a number of projects locally, the scope of the plan does not enable significant 

interventions to take place in relation to this issue. As such effects are not deemed to be 

significant in the context of the SEA Directive 

Climatic Factors 

(Including relating 

to climate change 

mitigation (limiting 

greenhouse gas 

emissions) and 

adaptation 

(adapting to the 

anticipated effects 

of climate change, 

including flood 

risk) 

Y In terms of climate change mitigation, the vision 

and objectives of the plan actively seek to 

encourage sustainable modes of transport.  This 

will help limit potential increases in greenhouse 

gas emissions from transport.  

In terms of climate change adaptation, statutory 

requirements (including the requirements of the 

NPPF) will ensure that flood risk is addressed 

through new development proposals. 

Both climate change mitigation and adaptation 

will be supported by LNP’s focus on protecting 

and enhancing green spaces in the parish.  

Nature and magnitude of effects directly arising as a result of the LNP are unlikely to be 

significant in the context of the SEA Directive. 

Material Assets 

(Including minerals 

resources, waste 

considerations) 

Y Potential increases in waste as a direct result of 

the LNP are likely to be non-existent.  No mineral 

sites are likely to be affected as a result of the 

LNP.  

N/A 
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SEA Topic 

Likely 

effect? 

Y/N 

Description of effect 

Effect likely to be significant in the context of SEA? 

Cultural Heritage 

(Including historic 

environment, 

cultural heritage, 

historic settings) 

Y Direct effects from the LNP on the setting and 

fabric of the historic environment through new 

development proposals will be limited by the lack 

of allocations in the plan. 

Whilst indirect effects have the potential to take 

place through the policy approaches to be 

promoted through the plan, a key element of the 

LNP’s vision and objectives is to protect and 

enhance the townscape and landscape of the 

parish and protect key features of importance for 

the historic environment.  This will have positive 

effects on cultural heritage assets and their 

settings.   

Whilst five scheduled monuments (or ‘sensitive areas’ as defined by the NPPG) are present in 

the Neighbourhood Area, these are will not be directly affected by the LNP due to the lack of 

allocations in the plan.  Similarly the ‘sensitive areas’ located just outside of the plan area, 

including five scheduled monument located within 500m of the parish boundary, are unlikely 

to be adversely affected by the plan due to the distance of proposed development areas to 

be taken forward through the Local Plan from the sites. In terms of other sites and areas of 

importance for the historic environment (including the Lechlade-on-Thames Conservation 

Area and listed buildings), likely effects are likely to be limited by the LNP’s focus on 

protecting and enhancing the historic environment and townscape of the parish. 

Therefore, effects are unlikely to be significant in the context of the SEA Directive. 

Landscape 

(Including 

landscape and 

townscape quality) 

Y Direct effects from the LNP on landscape quality 

through new development proposals will be 

limited by the lack of allocations in the plan. 

Whilst indirect effects have the potential to take 

place through the policy approaches to be 

promoted through the plan, a key element of the 

LNP’s vision and objectives is to protect the 

landscape setting of Lechlade-on-Thames and 

townscape quality.   

Whilst the Cotswolds AONB, which is located adjacent to the northern edge of the plan area, 

is classified as a ‘sensitive area’, the significance of potential effects from the LNP on the 

AONB is likely to be limited.  This includes through 1) the lack of allocations proposed by the 

plan 2) the location of proposed development sites in Lechlade-on-Thames outside of the the 

AONB 3) the limited magnitude of effects on views from the AONB relating to the restricted 

size of proposed development sites 4) the LNP’s aim to protect the landscape setting of the 

town 5) the plan’s focus on enhancements to green spaces and 5) the likely provisions of the 

Cotswold District Local Plan, including in relation to the protection of the integrity of the 

AONB. 

Therefore effects on landscape and townscape quality are unlikely to be significant in the 

context of the SEA Directive. 
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Chapter 3: Summary of screening determination 

This screening determination has considered whether the Lechlade-on-Thames Neighbourhood Plan 

is likely to lead to significant environmental effects as defined by Directive 2001/42/EC, the ‘SEA 

Directive’ and the transposing regulations. 

The determination has considered a number of sensitive areas and the potential environmental 

effects on these areas that may arise as a result of the LNP.  Whilst environmental effects have the 

potential to take place as a result of the plan, including in relation to the majority of the SEA ‘topics’, 

it is considered that these are unlikely to be significant in the context of the SEA Directive.  This 

includes relating to potential negative effects on the Cotswold Water Park SSSI and the Cotswolds 

AONB.  In this context the significance of potential effects will be limited by 1) the LNP not proposing 

employment or housing allocations 2) the provisions of the NPPF and the emerging Cotswold Local 

Plan and 3) the objectives and policy approaches proposed by the latest version of the LNP. 

For these reasons, it is considered that the Lechlade-on-Thames Neighbourhood Plan is not subject 

to the requirements of SEA Directive and Regulations.   
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Chapter 4: Statutory environmental body responses 

Screening Statement Response: English Heritage 

  

Significant 

Effects 

(Yes / No) 

Comments. If yes, note SEA Topic issues and 

potential effects. 

If yes, please provide any supplementary 

information that will help in undertaking an 

SEA. 

English 

Heritage 

      

 

Screening Statement Response: Environment Agency 

  

Significant 

Effects 

(Yes / No) 

Comments. If yes, note SEA Topic issues and 

potential effects. 

If yes, please provide any supplementary 

information that will help in undertaking an 

SEA. 

Environment 

Agency 

      

 

Screening Statement Response: Natural England 

  

Significant 

Effects 

(Yes / No) 

Comments. If yes, note SEA Topic issues and 

potential effects. 

If yes, please provide any supplementary 

information that will help in undertaking an 

SEA. 

Natural 

England 

      

 


