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1. Introduction 
 

There is a requirement for Neighbourhood Development Plans to include a 
statement explaining how the proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan is in 
accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 and, in 
particular, how it meets the requirements of Paragraph 8 of schedule 4B to the 1990 
Town and Country Planning Act which relates to meeting ‘basic conditions’.   
 
This Statement of Conformity document outlines how the Lechlade on Thames 
Neighbourhood Plan meets all these requirements.  

 

2. Meeting Legal Requirements  
 

a) The Submission Plan is being submitted by a qualifying body  
 
This Submission Plan is being submitted by a qualifying body, namely Lechlade on 
Thames Town Council.  
 

b) The Neighbourhood Plan sets out policies in relation to the development 
and use of land 

 
The plan proposal relates to planning matters (the use and development of land) and 
has been prepared in accordance with the statutory requirements and processes set 
out in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act 
2011) and the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.  
 
The Neighbourhood Plan document clearly distinguishes between planning policies 
relating to land use and projects which, in parallel, will help to achieve the Plan’s 
objectives. Those projects are listed in a separate section of the Neighbourhood Plan 
document. 
 

c) The proposed neighbourhood plan states the period for which it is to 
have effect  

 
The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan document states the period for which it is to have 
effect. That period is from the Plan being made up to 2031 (the same period as the 
emerging Cotswold District Council Local Plan).  
 

d) The policies do not relate to excluded development  
 
The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan does not deal with county matters (mineral 
extraction and waste development), nationally significant infrastructure or any other 
matters set out in Section 61K of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
 

e) The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan does not relate to more than one 
neighbourhood area 

 
The neighbourhood plan proposal relates to the Lechlade on Thames 
Neighbourhood area and to no other area.  The Neighbourhood Area is identifiable 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/10/enacted
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on a map on page 6-7 of the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan document and is 
identical to the area designated by Cotswold District Council. There are no other 
neighbourhood plans relating to that neighbourhood area. 

 
f) Regulations relating to involvement of stakeholders and statutory 

consultation periods have been followed 
 
The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan has been produced with extensive input from the 
local community and other stakeholders, as described in the accompanying 
Consultation Statement. The Neighbourhood Area was designated by Cotswold 
District Council following the required process and consultation period. Consultation 
on the Pre Submission Draft of the Neighbourhood Plan has been conducted as 
required by the Planning Regulations 2011 in terms of timescales and in terms of 
recording and consideration of issues and suggestions made.  
 
 
 

3. Meeting the requirements Paragraph 8 of Schedule 4b of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

 
A number of ‘basic conditions must be met by Neighbourhood Development Plans 
and the following sections highlight how the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan meets 
requirements in relation to: having regard to national policies and principles of 
sustainable development; being in general conformity with Cotswold District 
Council’s Local Plan adopted policies and is compatible with EU obligations.  

 
 

a) Have appropriate regard to National Policy (ie the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and related guidance) and achievement of sustainable 
development 

 
Policies in the Lechlade on Thames Neighbourhood Plan relate to balancing 
economic, social and environmental issues, resulting in Sustainable Development. It 
addresses this by encouraging job creation, making net gains for nature, enabling 
good design, improving living, working, travel and leisure conditions and widening 
the choice of homes.  
 
The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan is genuinely plan led and empowers local people 
to shape their surroundings during production and implementation. Stakeholders 
have approached the exercise creatively in order to enhance the town and its 
surroundings. The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan will be reviewed every 5 years in 
order to monitor its success in delivering appropriate development and in order to 
consider whether any changes in circumstances warrant redrafting.   
 
High quality design is encouraged through specific design principles policies which 
accord with those of the local planning authority- Cotswold District Council.  
 
The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan’s objectives and policies emphasise enhancing 
the town centre, links with riverside and making the town more attractive to residents 
and tourists. This builds on the NPPF aims to deliver sustainable development 
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through ensuring the vitality of town centres and rural tourism. Policies relating to the 
redevelopment of the marina plus those encouraging home working also meet the 
NPPF aim of supporting sustainable economic growth.  
 
Core planning principles of the NPPF are supported through the Lechlade 
Neighbourhood Plan, including enhancing the natural environment and reducing 
pollution through policies relating to provision of open spaces plus traffic 
management measures in the redesign of the town centre.  
 
Emphasis on town centre, facilities, recreation and leisure plus mix of housing in the 
Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan also reflect core planning principles in the NPPF 
regarding encouragement of walking, health, social and cultural wellbeing. 
 
Housing mix and affordable housing policies in the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan 
enables delivery of a wide choice of high quality homes while its consideration of 
flood mitigation measures accords with the NPPF aims of addressing climate 
change.   
 
 
b) Be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the local planning 

authority’s Local Plan 
 
Lechlade on Thames lies within the administrative area of Cotswold District Council 
(CDC). The requirement of the basic conditions is that the Lechlade Neighbourhood 
Plan is in general conformity with strategic policies in the current adopted Local Plan. 
Relevant policies in the case of CDC are those which still apply (have been saved) 
from the 2006-2011 Local Plan. There is an emerging new Cotswold District Local 
Plan and, in keeping with good practice, the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan has used 
information from the new Local Plan evidence base prepared by Cotswold District 
Council. The steering group has also engaged in constructive discussion with 
Cotswold District Council at key stages during the process. 
 
Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan’s approach, vision and objectives recognises its 
position as ‘principle settlement’ in the Cotswold District Local Plan. In keeping with 
the Local Plan Section 9C, which contains 4 policies relating to Lechlade, it aims to 
improve the town centre, links with the riverside, employment opportunities and 
provision of homes. Its approach is also in conformity with Tourism Policy 26 in the 
adopted Local Plan.  
 
The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan demonstrates it is in conformity with the Local 
Plan by directly referencing the Local Plan or deferring to it in the following policies:  
H1: states that allocations in the Local Plan may be located outside the defined built 
up area of the town as defined in the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan  
H2: allocations set out in the Local Plan are referenced  
H3: the Local Plan policy on Affordable housing is referenced (CDC Policy 21) 
H8 and E2: Local Plan Design Policies are referenced  
H9: Cotswold District Council Design Guide (Local Plan Policy 42) is referenced 
 
In keeping with the purpose of Neighbourhood Development Plans, policies in the 
Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan add detail and considerations which are specific to 



 

Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan Statement of Conformity   6 

the parished area. This approach can be seen in policies H4 and H5 which add detail 
regarding needs to be met, housing mix and local connections for affordable 
housing, extending the general affordable housing policy in the Local Plan (Policy 
21). The design policies in the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan also reference specific 
views and key features to be considered for new developments.  
 

c) Compatability with EU obligations  
 
Human Rights 
The Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan is fully compatible with the European Convention 
on Human Rights. It has been prepared with full regard to national statutory 
regulation and policy guidance, which are both compatible with the Convention. The 
Plan has been produced in full consultation with the local community. It does not 
contain policies or proposals that would infringe the human rights of residents or 
other stakeholders over and above the existing strategic policies at national and 
district- levels.   
 
Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Confirmation has been sought from the Local Planning Authority (Cotswold District 
Council) that the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan will not trigger the need for a full 
Strategic Environmental Assessment or Habitat Regulations Assessment. Cotswold 
District Council commissioned AECOM to screen the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan 
to determine whether or not a full SEA is required. The statement, completed in 
January 2015, concluded that ‘..it is considered that the Lechlade-on-Thames 
Neighbourhood Plan is not subject to the requirements of SEA Directive and 
Regulations.’ 
The full screening statement can be found in Appendix 7 of the Consultation 
Statement for the Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan, and that document (Consultation 
Statement Section 5e) also describes the consultation process for the screening 
stage.  
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Appendix 1: List of policies in the Lechlade on Thames 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Theme Policy 
Ref 

Policy topic 

H
o
u

s
in

g
 

H1  Location of development- principles 

H2  Rural development- principles 

H3  Affordable housing –requirement for new developments 

H4 Affordable housing –meeting needs 

H5 Affordable housing –local connection 

H6 Previously used land 

H7 Conversion to residential use 

H8  Design principles 

H9 Local character 

H10 Dwelling mix 

H11 Residential parking 

H12 Home working 

H13 Infrastructure 

H14 Protection of historic assets 

E
m

p
lo

y

m
e

n
t 

E1 Location of employment development 

E2 Design principles for employment development 

E3  Type of employment development 

E4 Redevelopment of the Marina 

Green 
spaces 

G1 Local Green spaces designation 

G2 Other green spaces  

 
 

Appendix 2: Saved policies in the Cotswold District Local Plan 
2006-11 (Chapter 9) which are specific to Lechlade 
 

POLICY LEC.1: RIVERSIDE AREA, LECHLADE-ON-THAMES 
[Proposals Map Inset 7] 

The Riverside Area, shown as Policy LEC.1, is allocated for a mix of uses, 
including leisure and tourism, and an element of residential development, 
subject to the following criteria being met:   

(a) 

 
 
(b) 

 
 
 
(c) 

 
(d) 

 

the proposed scheme integrates the Riverside Area with the marina, 
Lechlade town centre and Swindon Borough Council’s Riverside Country 
Park; 

proposals for a new footbridge over the River Thames, built to provide 
safe and convenient pedestrian and cycle links between the Thames Path 
National Trail, the Riverside Country Park and Lechlade town centre shall 
have been secured;  

improvements to the existing access to the site from Thames Street shall 
have been secured;  

appropriate improvements to surfacing within the site, including Bell Lane, 
shall have been secured; 
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(e) 

(f) 

adequate on-site cycle parking shall have been secured; and 

a minimum of on-site car parking being provided, sufficient to cater only 
for residential needs resulting from the scheme. 

 

POLICY LEC.2: OLD STATION SITE, LECHLADE 
[Proposals Map Inset 7] 

The site, shown as Policy LEC.2, is allocated for a mix of residential 
development and Use Class B1 employment uses, subject to the following 
criteria being met: 

(a) 

 
 
 
(b) 

 
 
(c) 

The proposed development incorporates improvements to the A361 along 
the site frontage, including the removal of the former railway bridge, re-
grading of the highway and provision of pedestrian footways to an 
appropriate standard; 

The provision of home working units and an appropriate proportion of 
affordable housing shall have been secured within the mix of any 
proposed residential development; 

A link, suitable for use by walkers as well as cyclists, being provided to 
the Oxfordshire Cycleway. 

 

POLICY LEC.3: CAR PARK, LECHLADE-ON-THAMES 

[Proposals Map Inset 7] 

The site, shown as Policy LEC.3, is allocated for a public car park. An archaeological 
assessment of the site will be required along with the highest standards of design, 
materials and landscaping.  

POLICY LEC.4: LECHLADE CEMETERY 

[Proposals Map Inset 7] 

Land, shown as Policy LEC.4, is allocated for an extension to the cemetery. The 
existing right of way and access to land to the west, running across the southern part 
of Policy LEC.4, must be protected. An archaeological assessment of the site will be 
required before the grant of planning permission for the change of use. 

 

TABLE 8 – LECHLADE: PLANNED HOUSING PROVISION 
 

SITE NAME 
POLICY 

REF. 
AREA 
(HA) 

CAPACIT
Y 

AFFORDABL
E HOUSING 
REQUIREME

NT 

Riverside Area LEC.1 0.5 10 5 

Old Station Site LEC.2 1.3 40 20 

TOTALS  1.8 50 25 

 


